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Principal’s Piece…
Dear Families,
This time of year offers the opportunity to express gratitude and appreciation for the many things in which we are
thankful. I am extremely thankful for the students, families, and staff in our Wausau School District 4K & EC Programs.
I am always delighted in what I observe in our 4K classrooms, both in-person and virtually. I see big smiles and happy
students greeting each other. I hear the enthusiastic comments from children. I see teachers working tirelessly to
ensure student safety while arranging their rooms each week with a whole new set of engaging activities. I see children
having so much fun interacting and learning from each other - no matter the distance. I see instructional aides
engaging in conversation with children on the playground and through google meets. I see children asking friends and
adults if they need help. I see children hardly able to wait their turn to give teachers the answer to a question. I hear
giggling children in videos shared by families. I see the pride as children share their work and excitement about
learning. I see staff finding creative ways to connect-support-engage with all learners. I have so much pride for our
staff, students, and families and am so grateful to see joyful learning occurring across all of our 4K and EC sites.
Thank you for your partnership in our 4K & EC Programs. During the days to come, I hope you have beautiful days
filled with smiles.
Happy Thanksgiving! Ms. Kara Rakowski

A REMINDER…

In-person students: need to bring/wear winter coats, snow pants, boots, hats,
and mittens to school everyday. Without proper winter clothing, students will
need to stay on the blacktop and not be allowed to play in the snow PLUS they
are learning how to put on their own winter clothes!

Curriculum corner

Mark your calendars

December 4 will be the last day of the unit
La Tortuga.
Our new unit, The Elves and the Shoemaker, will
begin on December 7

For 4K students at all sites

‘I can’
I CAN: show around, in, on
print the first letter of my name
repeat the U, C, and O sounds
say the nursery rhymes “Old Mother Hubbard,”
“Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat,” and “There was a Little
Turtle”—with my teachers help
count 5 objects
make different combinations of 3
name numbers to 5

Targeted Vocabulary


I can use and say these words: turtle, flute, dance, wise

Social/Emotional ‘I can’
I can point to pictures of faces showing six
different feelings.

Thank you for joining us for our virtual
Fill a Bucket Parents at School week!

Nov. 25 --27 - No School - Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 19 - Virtual Yoga with 5 Kosha’s Yoga, 12:15 - 12:45
 Save the date! More information to follow!
Dec. 23–Jan. 1 – No school: Winter Break

FYI
November 16-20 was American Education Week, a time
to celebrate public education and honor those who are
ensuring public schools are great for every child so that
they can grow and achieve in the 21st century. One piece
of American Education Week is celebrating Parents Day.
Parents play a critical role in our schools and education
system. We thank you for being a great support network
and partner in your child’s education.
There are many ongoing educational initiatives in
Wisconsin. One of these is a system called “Response to
Intervention,” or RTI. RTI is a multi-tier approach to the
early identification and support of students with learning
and behavior needs. The RTI process begins with
high-quality instruction and universal screening of all
children. Student learning is continuously monitored so
that students get immediate help.
Teachers are evaluated in a system that supports the
continuous improvement of educator practice, and that
leads to improved student learning. The system is a
performance-based evaluation one that balances an
educator’s professional practice with evidence of student
outcomes. Teachers meet together weekly to reflect on
their practices and look at their assessment data to design
instruction and share high-level strategies that work.
Our history of these solid practices continues this school
year as we add mitigation strategies to reduce virus
spread and navigating a pandemic to our discussions.

You filled our buckets by sharing photos and
videos of your projects!

I recognize and applaud our 4K & EC staff for the
unbelievable devotion and constant work to ensure the
success of every child. In addition, thank you to all of the
organizations that support the Wausau School District and
our 4K & Early Childhood programs.

Tucker Tip
HAPPY
SAD

EMBARRASSED
ANGRY

NERVOUS
FRUSTRATED

Understanding emotions is a critical part of children’s overall development. It is up to adults to
teach children to understand and deal with their emotions in appropriate ways. They are
experiencing so many new and exciting things for the first time. It can be overwhelming! We
need to be sure we always validate our children’s emotions and don’t punish them for
expressing their feelings. You might want to remind your child that, “it’s ok to tell me how you
feel, but it’s not ok to hurt others or things when you feel (name feeling).” Children get angry,
sad, frustrated, nervous, happy or embarrassed, but they often do not have the words to talk
about how they are feeling. Instead, they sometimes act out these emotions in very physical
and inappropriate ways. For example, when Maggie’s son was frustrated, he threw the puzzle
piece and the puzzle.
Parents can help their child understand and express their emotions. The following strategies
are some of the ways you can help your child express his feelings:
·
Help your children understand their emotions by first giving the feelings names and then
encouraging them to talk about how they are feeling. For example, you might say to your child,
“Daddy left on a trip. You are sad. You said you want your Daddy.” By giving your child a label
for her emotions, you enable your child to develop a vocabulary for talking about feelings.
·
Give children lots of opportunities to identify feelings in themselves and others. For
example, you might say to your child, “Riding your bike is so much fun. I see you
smiling. Are you happy?” Or you might point out a situation and ask your child to
reflect on what someone else may be feeling: “Joey bumped his head on the slide.
How do you think Joey feels?” Characters in books are great examples for
explaining different feelings.
Show children what their face looks like in a mirror or on your face and name the
emotion.
·
Teach your children the different ways they can respond to specific feelings,
conflicts or problems. Talk about your own feelings with your children. “Remember yesterday
when the water in the bathtub would not go down the drain? Mommy got so mad.”

There was an old woman
who lived in a shoe.
She had so many children
she didn’t know what to do.
She gave them some broth
along with some bread,
then hugged them all soundly
and sent them to bed.

Little Jack Horner
sat in a corner,
eating a Christmas pie:
He put in his thumb
and pulled out a plum,
and said, "What a good boy am I."

1, 2, buckle my shoe,
3, 4, shut the door,
5, 6, pick up sticks,
7, 8, lay them straight,
9, 10, a big fat hen!

The nursery rhymes coincide with our Elves and the Shoemaker unit!

Dear Parent/Guardian:
What can an Infinite Campus Parent Portal do for you?
In today’s busy world information must be at your fingertips in a moment's notice! Put Infinite
Campus to work for you by creating your personal Parent Portal. In just a few minutes you will
be able to access some or all of these features:
· Check Busing Information
· View Student Grades
· Print Report Cards and Progress Reports
· Pay School Fees
· View Payment History
· Update Email Addresses and Phone Numbers
· Set up personal notifications
Parents who do not have a Parent Portal set up received the following information in an email.
Please contact Sarah Fisher at safisher@wausauschools.org for your GUID# to get started!
THE JANUARY REPORT CARD IS ONLY ACCESSED THROUGH THE PARENT PORTAL.
The district is asking all families to set up a parent portal. Please follow the instructions below
to set one up. One portal will be used for all your children.
Follow the steps below to set up your parent portal1. COPY GUID # that is provided below. (Do not include the word-GUID #-)
2.Click on link below.
3. Click on New User?
4. Paste GUID # you copied into Activation Code box.
5. Create your own username and password.
SAVE THIS USER NAME AND PASSWORD SOMEWHERE. DO NOT FORGET OR
MISPLACE.
GUID#https://wausauwi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/wausau.jsp

